LESSON 2
TURNING ON THE POWER
ACTS 1:1—2:47

1 Make a list of various sources of power.

REFLECT
on your life
2 What power source do you use the most? Why?
Read Acts 1:1—2:47 and the following notes:
0113 014,5 015 016 018 0O1:12,13 023,4 O24-11
READ

the passage O 2:14

3 When did the church begin to experience great growth (2:1, 40-47)?

4 What happened between the Resurrection and the Ascension (1:3-9)?
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5 What happened between the Ascension and Pentecost (1:10-26)?

)

6 What does it mean to be baptized with the Holy Spirit?

REALIZE
the principle

Jesus said that he would establish and build his church and that “all the powers
of hell will not conquer it” (Matthew 16:18). In the book of Acts, Luke records the
story of the beginning and early years of the church. Empowered by the Holy
Spirit, these courageous men and women turned the world upside down. The
secret to the early church’s growth was not clever strategies or attractive pro-
grams or personal enthusiasm—it was the power of the Holy Spirit. God still
wants the church to grow, and the Holy Spirit is still available for believers. What
keeps Christians from experiencing the power of the Holy Spirit today?

7 What did Jesus promise that the Holy Spirit would do in and through his fol-
lowers?

8 What did these believers do to receive the Holy Spirit?

9 In what ways was Pentecost a unique event? In what ways can that event be
repeated today?
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A 10 To whom is the power of the Holy Spirit available?

RESPOND
to the message

11 How can a person receive the Holy Spirit?

12 How does a person become empowered and led by the Spirit?

13 What programs and structures in your church facilitate the work and minis-
try of the Holy Spirit?

14 What keeps people from experiencing God’s power?




LESSON 2 4

15 Where are you resisting the prompting and guidance of the Holy Spirit? PAN

RESOLVE
to take action

16 What can you do to be more open to the Spirit's work in your life?

A What evidence for the Resurrection is presented in Acts? What other post- MORE

Resurrection appearances are presented in the Gospels? How can this evi- for studying
dence strengthen your faith? other themes
in this section

B How did the Resurrection affect the disciples? How has Christ’s resurrection
changed your life?

C Why was it important for the disciples to see Christ ascending into heaven
(1:9)? What does Christ's ascension mean to you?

D What does Acts 1:11 tell us about Christ’s return? How does the promise of
Christ’s return affect us?

E Where is the Kingdom of God (Luke 17:20, 21)? How does a person become
a member of God'’s Kingdom?

F Describe the first church business meeting (Acts 1:12-26). How does it com-
pare to meetings in your church?

G Outline Peter’s powerful sermon (2:14-36). What can you learn from Peter
about explaining the gospel to others?

H For what purposes did the believers meet together (2:42-46)? Why did they
enjoy the “goodwill of all the people” (2:47)?

I What attracted unbelievers to the church (2:46, 47)? What is attractive about
your church?



