PAUL’S JOURNEY TO ROME / Acts 27:1-26:1

One of Paul's most important journeys was to Rome, but he didn’t get there the way he
expected. It turned out to be more of a legal journey than a missionary journey. Through a
series of legal trials and transactions, Paul was delivered to Rome, where his presentation
of the gospel would even penetrate the walls of the emperor’s palace. Sometimes when
our plans don’t work out as we want them to, they work out even better than we expected.
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What Happened

When Paul arrived in Jerusalem, a riot broke out. Seeing the riot, Roman
soldiers put Paul into protective custody. Paul asked for a chance to defend
himself to the people. His speech was interrupted by the crowd when he
told about what God was doing in the lives of Gentiles.

A Roman commander ordered a beating to get a confession from Paul.
Paul claimed Roman citizenship and escaped the whip.

Paul was brought before the Jewish high council. Because of his Roman
citizenship, he was rescued from the religious leaders who wanted to kill
him.

The Roman commander put Paul back under protective custody.

Due to a plot to kill Paul, the commander transferred him to Caesarea,
which was under Governor Felix’s control.

Paul was in prison until the Jews arrived to accuse him. Paul defended
himself before Felix.

Paul was in prison for two years, speaking occasionally to Felix and
Drusilla.

Felix was replaced by Festus.

New accusations were brought against Paul—Jews wanted him back
in Jerusalem for a trial. Paul claimed his right to a hearing before Caesar.

Festus promised to send him to Rome.

Festus discussed Paul’s case with Herod Agrippa Il.

Agrippa and Festus heard Paul speak. Paul again told his story.
Agrippa interrupted with a sarcastic rejection of the gospel.

Group consensus was that Paul was guilty of nothing and could have been
released if he had not appealed to Rome.

Paul left for Rome, courtesy of the Roman Empire.



