
A RECIPE FOR THE SUCCESS OF THE CHURCH / Acts 1:26
In Acts 1, Luke was setting the stage for and previewing the material of the balance of the
book of Acts. He included many of the ingredients for the successful spread of the gospel
message:

People People have always been God’s plan for the delivery of his message
(Acts 1:2, 8, 11, 13-14, 21-26).

Prayer Prayer was the first, best step in every decision of the early church
(Acts 1:14, 24-26).

Preparation The apostles demonstrated their knowledge of and belief in the impor-
tance of the Scriptures. God’s Word should be learned, trusted, obeyed,
and applied to life situations (Acts 1:1-4, 7-8, 16, 20).

Power Christ’s promised Holy Spirit power forms the basis of the church’s
ability to accomplish great things for him (Acts 1:8).

Promise The church must always live in the conscious reality of a returning
Savior who will come back in the same way he departed (Acts 1:9-11).

Pattern Our task is not so much to be preachers as it is to be witnesses. A
witness tells what he or she has seen and heard. We speak the news
and spread the news (Acts 1:8, 11).

“BAPTISM IN THE SPIRIT” IN THE NEW TESTAMENT / Acts 2:4
The term (or concept) occurs only a few times in the New Testament. It is used in basically
three different ways:

Prophetic Historical Doctrinal

Matthew 3:11 Acts 2:1-4 1 Corinthians 12:12-13
Mark 1:8 Acts 11:15-17 Romans 6:1-4
Luke 3:16
John 1:33
Acts 1:5

• In the Gospels, John the Baptist used the term in describing Jesus’ ministry.

• In Acts 1:5, Jesus quotes John’s prophecy looking forward to Pentecost.

• In Acts 2, the process was initiated on the day of Pentecost: the Holy Spirit came
to make the church his residence, indwelling every believer.

• In Acts 11:16 the term is used by Peter, who referred to Jesus’ quote of John’s
prophecy.

• In Romans 6:1-4 and 1 Corinthians 12:13 Paul taught its significance.
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