
THE PROPHET AMOS / Amos 1
Served as a prophet to Israel (the northern kingdom) from 760–750 B.C.

Climate of the times .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Israel was enjoying peace and economic prosperity.
But this blessing had caused her to become a selfish,
materialistic society. Those who were well-off ignored
the needs of those less fortunate. The people were
self-centered and indifferent toward God.

Main message .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Amos spoke against those who exploited or ignored
the needy.

Importance of message .  .  .  .  .  . Believing in God is more than a matter of individual
faith. God calls all believers to work against injustices
in society and to aid those less fortunate.

Contemporary prophets .  .  .  .  .  . Jonah (793–753 B.C.), Hosea (753–715 B.C.)

AMOS’S VISIONS / Amos 8
Vision/Reference Significance

Swarm of locusts 7:1-3.  .  .  .  .  .  . God was preparing punishment, which he delayed
only because of Amos’s intervention.

Fire 7:4-6 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . God was preparing to devour the land, but Amos
intervened on behalf of the people.

Wall and plumb line 7:7-9 .  .  .  .  . God would see if the people were crooked, and if they
were, he would punish them.

Basket of ripe fruit 8:1ff .  .  .  .  .  . The people were ripe for punishment; though once
beautiful, they were now rotten.

God standing by the altar 9:1ff .  .  . Punishment was executed.

Amos had a series of visions concerning God’s judgment on Israel. God was planning to
judge Israel by sending a swarm of locusts or by sending fire. In spite of Amos’ intercession
on Israel’s behalf, God would still carry out his judgment because Israel persisted in her
disobedience.
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