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We believe that we are all saved the same way, by the special favor
of the Lord Jesus.

Apollos had been thinking about going to Achaia, and the brothers and
sisters in Ephesus encouraged him in this. They wrote to the believers in
Achaia, asking them to welcome him. When he arrived there, he proved
to be of great benefit to those who, by God’s grace, had believed.

Yet now God in his gracious kindness declares us not guilty. He has
done this through Christ Jesus, who has freed us by taking away our
sins.

So that’s why faith is the key! God’s promise is given to us as a free
gift. And we are certain to receive it, whether or not we follow Jewish
customs, if we have faith like Abraham’s. For Abraham is the father
of all who believe.

And if they are saved by God’s kindness, then it is not by their good
works. For in that case, God’s wonderful kindness would not be what
it really is—free and undeserved.

For if the inheritance could be received only by keeping the law, then
it would not be the result of accepting God’s promise. But God gave it
to Abraham as a promise.

That even while we were dead because of our sins, he gave us life
when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by God’s special favor
that you have been saved!)

God saved you by his special favor when you believed. And you can’t
take credit for this; it is a gift from God.

It is God who saved us and chose us to live a holy life. He did this not
because we deserved it, but because that was his plan long before the
world began—to show his love and kindness to us through Christ Jesus.

But then God our Savior showed us his kindness and love.

He saved us, not because of the good things we did, but because of
his mercy. He washed away our sins and gave us a new life through
the Holy Spirit.

He generously poured out the Spirit upon us because of what Jesus
Christ our Savior did.

He declared us not guilty because of his great kindness. And now we
know that we will inherit eternal life.



