
OUR LIVES BEFORE AND AFTER CHRIST / Ephesians 3:6
Before After

Dead because of sin Made alive with Christ

Under God’s anger Shown God’s mercy and given salvation

Followed the ways of the world Stand for Christ and truth

God’s enemies God’s children

Enslaved to Satan Free in Christ to love, serve, and sit with him

Followed our evil thoughts and desires Raised up with Christ to glory

THE ONENESS OF ALL BELIEVERS / Ephesians 4:4-6
Too often believers are separated because of minor differences in doctrine. But Paul here
shows those areas where Christians must agree to attain true unity. When believers have
this unity of spirit, petty differences should never be allowed to dissolve that unity.

Believers are one in Our unity is experienced in

Body The fellowship of believers—the church

Spirit The Holy Spirit, who activates the fellowship

Hope That glorious future to which we are all called

Lord Christ, to whom we all belong

Faith Our singular commitment to Christ

Baptism Baptism—the sign of entry into the church

God God, who is our Father who keeps us for eternity

SPIRITUAL GIFTS / Ephesians 4:16
What does the Bible say about the nature and use of spiritual gifts?

Read Romans 12;
Ephesians 4.

God gives us spiritual gifts so we can work together
to serve him and each other.

God gives us gifts so we can build up his church.

Our gifts, though different, are all useful.

Christians using their gifts to serve God and each other
create an exciting fellowship.

Read 1 Corinthians 12;
1 Peter 4:10-11.

Spiritual gifts have a single source and a special purpose.

Spiritual gifts have at times been divisive because of pride
and jealousy.

Spiritual gifts ought to be humbly used in service of others.

Read 1 Thessalonians
5:12-28.

Spiritual maturity neither denies nor overemphasizes
spiritual gifts.

E P H E S I A N S 460


