
HAGGAI

MEGATHEMES IN HAGGAI
Theme Explanation Importance

Right Priorities God had given the Jews the assign-
ment to finish the Temple in Jeru-
salem when they returned from
captivity. After 15 years, they still
had not completed it. They were
more concerned about building their
own homes than finishing God’s
work. Haggai told them to get their
priorities straight.

It is easy to make other priorities
more important than doing God’s
work. But God wants us to follow
through and build up his King-
dom. Don’t stop and don’t make
excuses. Set your heart on what is
right and do it. Get your priorities
straight.

God’s
Encouragement

Haggai encouraged the people as
they worked. He assured them of
the divine presence of the Holy
Spirit and of final victory, and
instilled in them the hope that the
Messiah would reign.

If God gives you a task, don’t be
afraid to get started. His resources
are infinite. God will help you
complete it by giving you encour-
agement from others along the
way.

THE PROPHET HAGGAI / Haggai 1
Served as a prophet to Judah about 520 B.C., after the return from exile.

Climate of the times .  .  .  .  . The people of Judah had been exiled to Babylon in 586 B.C.,
and Jerusalem and the Temple had been destroyed. Under
Cyrus, king of Persia, the Jews were allowed to return to
Judah and rebuild their Temple.

Main message .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . The people returned to Jerusalem to begin rebuilding
the Temple, but they hadn’t finished. Haggai’s message
encouraged the people to finish rebuilding God’s Temple.

Importance of message .  .  . The Temple lay half-finished while the people lived in
beautiful homes. Haggai warned them against putting their
possessions and jobs ahead of God. We must put God first
in our lives.

Contemporary prophet .  .  .  . Zechariah (520–480 B.C.)
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