
THE PROPHET HOSEA / Hosea 1
Served as a prophet to Israel (the northern kingdom) from 753–715 B.C.

Climate of the times .  .  .  .  . Israel’s last six kings were especially wicked; they promoted
heavy taxes, oppression of the poor, idol worship, and total
disregard for God. Israel was subjected to Assyria and was
forced to pay tribute, which depleted its few remaining
resources.

Main message .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . The people of Israel had sinned against God, as an adulter-
ous woman sins against her husband. Judgment was sure
to come for living in total disregard for God and fellow
humans. Israel fell to Assyria in 722 B.C.

Importance of message .  .  . When we sin, we sever our relationship with God, breaking
our commitment to him. While all must answer to God for
their sins, those who seek God’s forgiveness are spared
eternal judgment.

Contemporary prophets .  .  . Jonah (793–753 B.C.), Amos (760–750 B.C.), Micah (742–
687 B.C.), Isaiah (740–681 B.C.)

SPIRITUAL UNFAITHFULNESS / Hosea 2
Spiritual adultery and physical adultery are alike in many ways, and both are dangerous.
God was disappointed with his people, because they had committed spiritual adultery
against him, as Gomer had committed physical adultery against Hosea.

Parallels The Danger

Both spiritual and physical adultery
are against God’s law.

When we break God’s law in full awareness
of what we’re doing, our hearts become hardened
to the sin, and our relationship with God is
broken.

Both spiritual and physical adultery
begin with disappointment and dissat-
isfaction—either real or imagined—
with an already existing relationship.

The feeling that God disappoints can lead you
away from him. Feelings of disappointment and
dissatisfaction are normal and, when endured,
will pass.

Both spiritual and physical adultery
begin with diverting affection from
one object of devotion to another.

The diverting of our affection is the first step in
the blinding process that leads into sin.

Both spiritual and physical adultery
involve a process of deterioration; it
is not usually an impulsive decision.

The process is dangerous because you don’t
always realize it is happening until it is too late.

Both spiritual and physical adultery
involve the creation of a fantasy
about what a new object of love can
do for you.

Such fantasy creates unrealistic expectations
of what a new relationship can do and only
leads to disappointment in all existing and future
relationships.
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