
TWO TYPES OF WISDOM / James 3:14-18
Wisdom from Below Wisdom from Heaven
Characterized by: Characterized by:

Bitter envy (v.14) Purity (v. 17)—personal transparency or Holiness

Selfish ambition (v.14) Peaceable (v.17)—willing to sacrifice for peace

Boasting (v.14) Considerate (v.17)—gentle, not seeking its own way

Denying the truth (v.14) Willing to yield (v.17)—agreeable, willing to reevaluate, open

Being earthly minded (v.15) Merciful (v.17)—compassionate

Being unspiritual (v.15) Impartial (v.17)—single-minded toward God and people

From the devil (v.15) Sincere (v. 17)—without hypocrisy

Resulting in: Resulting in:

Disorder (v.16) Good fruit (v.17)

Evil Practice/actions (v.16) Righteousness/good actions (v.18)

THE DOWNWARD SPIRAL OF OUR DESIRES / James 4:1
Without submission to God, our desires lead us down a well-worn path that will harm us
and those around us (see James 1:14-15; 4:1-3).

Unchecked desires
lead to

Not asking God
leads to

Coveting, evil desires, wrong motives
lead to

Fights and quarrels
lead to

Church life marked by death (slander, judging
others, name calling, boasting, backbiting)

J A M E S 534


