
GREAT EXPECTATIONS / John 11:53
Wherever he went, Jesus exceeded people’s expectations.

What was expected What Jesus did Reference

A man looked for healing. Jesus also forgave his sins. Mark 2:1-12

The disciples were expecting
an ordinary day of fishing.

They found the Savior. Luke 5:1-11

A widow was resigned to bury
her dead son.

Jesus restored her son to life. Luke 7:11-17

The religious leaders wanted
a miracle.

Jesus offered them the Creator
of miracles.

Matthew 12:38-45

A woman who wanted to be
healed touched Jesus.

Jesus helped her see it was her
faith that had healed her.

Mark 5:25-34

The disciples thought the crowd
should be sent home because
there was no food.

Jesus used a small meal to feed
thousands, and there were left-
overs!

John 6:1-15

The crowds looked for a political
leader to set up a new kingdom
to overthrow Rome’s control.

Jesus offered them an eternal,
spiritual kingdom to overthrow
sin’s control.

A theme through-
out the Gospels

The disciples wanted to eat the
Passover meal with Jesus, their
Master.

Jesus washed their feet, show-
ing that he was also their
servant.

John 13:1-20

The religious leaders wanted
Jesus killed and got their wish.

But Jesus rose from the dead! John 11:53; 19:30;
20:1-29

BARRIERS TO FRUITFULNESS / John 15:1-2
Barrier Explanation Implication

Lack of proper
nourishment

Poor supply of water or nutrients
will destroy the vine.

If Christ’s life and love do not flow in
us, we will be spiritually unproductive.

Disease Insects and disease move from
dead wood into healthy plants.

Ongoing sin and unresolved past
issues will lead to spiritual ineffective-
ness.

Immature
branches

New branches require several
years of pruning before they can
produce.

We need time to grow. Growth may
involve suffering.

Improper
pruning

A wise gardener knows what to
remove in order to bring about
fruitfulness.

Our priorities and the focus of our
energies must be guided by Christ
and his Word, not our own wisdom
and desires.

No Gardener Vines need constant attention. Resistance to God’s guidance and
pruning leads to unfruitfulness.

Separated
from the Vine

Branches must be attached to
a healthy root stock.

We must not think for a moment that
we are capable of surviving apart from
Jesus Christ. He is the giver and
sustainer of life!
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