
GOD’S UNUSUAL METHODS / Luke 1:13
One of the best ways to understand God’s willingness to communicate to people is to note
the various methods, some of them quite unexpected, that he has used to give his mes-
sage. Following is a sample of his methods and the people he contacted.

Person/Group Method Reference

Jacob, Zechariah, Mary,
Shepherds

Angels Genesis 32:22-32; Luke 1:13,
30; 2:10

Jacob, Joseph, a baker,
a cup-bearer, Pharaoh,
Isaiah, Joseph, the Magi

Dreams Genesis 28:10-22; 37:5-10;
40:5; 41:7-8; Isaiah 1:1;
Matthew 1:20; 2:12-13

Belshazzar Writing on the wall Daniel 5:5-9

Balaam Talking donkey Numbers 22:21-35

People of Israel Pillar of cloud and fire Exodus 13:21-22

Jonah Being swallowed by a fish Jonah 2

Abraham, Moses, Jesus
at his baptism, Paul

Verbal Genesis 12:1-4; Exodus 7:8;
Matthew 3:13-17; Acts 18:9

Moses Fire Exodus 3:2

Us God’s Son Hebrews 1:1-2

DOUBTERS IN THE BIBLE / Luke 1:18
Many of the people God used to accomplish great things started out as real doubters. With
all of them, God showed great patience. Honest doubt was not a bad starting point as long
as they didn’t stay there. How great a part does doubt have in your willingness to trust God?

Doubter Doubtful Moment Reference

Abraham When told he would be a father in old age Genesis 17:17

Sarah When she heard she would be a mother in old age Genesis 18:12

Moses When told to return to Egypt to lead the people Exodus 3:10-15

Israelites Whenever they faced difficulties in the wilderness Exodus 16:1-3

Gideon When told he would be a judge and leader Judges 6:14-23

Zechariah When told he would be a father in old age Luke 1:18

Thomas When told Jesus had risen from the dead John 20:24-25
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