
NAHUM

MEGATHEMES IN NAHUM
Theme Explanation Importance

God Judges God would judge the city of
Nineveh for its idolatry, arrogance,
and oppression. Although Assyria
was the leading military power in
the world, God would completely
destroy this “invincible” nation.
God allows no person or power
to usurp or scoff at his authority.

Anyone who remains arrogant and
resists God’s authority will face his
anger. No ruler or nation will get
away with rejecting him. No individ-
ual will be able to hide from his judg-
ment. Yet those who keep trusting
God will be kept safe forever.

God Rules God rules over all the earth, even
over those who don’t acknowledge
him. God is all-powerful, and no
one can thwart his plans. God will
overcome any who attempt to defy
him. Human power is futile against
God.

If you are impressed by or afraid of
any weapons, armies, or powerful
people, remember that God alone
can truly rescue you from fear or
oppression. We must place our
confidence in God because he
alone rules all of history, all the
earth, and our life.

NAHUM / Nahum 1
Served as a prophet to Judah from 663–612 B.C.

Climate of the times .  .  .  .  .  . Manasseh, one of Judah’s most wicked kings, ruled the
land. He openly defied God and persecuted God’s people.
Assyria, the world power at that time, made Judah one
of its vassal states. The people of Judah wanted to be
like the Assyrians, who seemed to have all the power and
possessions they wanted.

Main message .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . The mighty empire of Assyria that oppressed God’s people
would soon tumble.

Importance of message .  .  .  . Those who do evil and oppress others will one day meet
a bitter end.

Contemporary prophets .  .  .  . Zephaniah (640–621 B.C.)
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