
HOW GOD IS DESCRIBED IN PSALMS / Psalm 104
Most of the psalms speak to God or about God. Because they were composed in a variety
of situations, various facets of God’s character are mentioned. Here is a sample of God’s
characteristics as understood and experienced by the psalm writers. As you read these
psalms, ask yourself if this is the God you know.

God is . . . Reference

All-knowing and ever present .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalm 139

Beautiful and desirable .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalms 27; 36; 45

Creator .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalms 8; 104; 148

Good and generous .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalms 34; 81; 107

Great and sovereign .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalms 33; 89; 96

Holy .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalms 66; 99; 145

Loving and faithful.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalms 23; 42; 51

Merciful and forgiving .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalms 32; 111; 130

Powerful .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalms 76; 89; 93

Willing to reveal his will, law, and direction .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalms 1; 19; 119

Righteous and just .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalms 71; 97; 113

Spirit.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalms 104; 139; 143

HISTORY IN THE BOOK OF PSALMS / Psalm 105
For the original hearers, the historical psalms were vivid reminders of God’s past acts
on behalf of Israel. These history songs were written for passing on important lessons to
succeeding generations. They celebrated the many promises God had made and faithfully
kept; they also recounted the faithlessness of the people.

We cannot read this ancient history without reflecting on how consistently God’s people
failed to learn from the past. They repeatedly turned from fresh examples of God’s faithful-
ness and forgiveness only to plunge back into sin. God can use these psalms to remind us
how often we do exactly the same thing: Having every reason to live for God, we choose
instead to live for everything but God. If we paid more attention to “his story,” we wouldn’t
make so many mistakes in our own stories.

Selected historical psalms include Psalms 68; 78; 95; 105; 106; 111; 114; 135; 136; 149.
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