
WHY DO GOD’S LAWS AROUSE OUR SINFUL DESIRES?
Romans 7:7-25
Because sin in us seizes the opportunity and becomes:

A sharpshooter, picking the best time and place for a kill

A magnet, creating an attraction as the object comes near

A temptress, working seduction at the point of need

A lawyer, trapping a victim in his own arguments

An engineer, building elaborate traps

An army, occupying undefended areas in our morality

A guerrilla, instigating rebellion behind the scenes

DIFFERENT WAYS TO HAVE YOUR MIND SET / Romans 8:6
When a person is determined to do something or to hold a certain belief or idea, we say that
person has a certain mind-set. A mind-set:

Determines how a person acts

Motivates a person

Influences who or what a person chooses as sources of knowledge and authority

Affects a person’s view of every experience

Shapes a person’s value system

Dominates a person’s private and public life

Paul indicates that all mind-sets can be reduced to two categories: sinful and spiritual. The
two mind-sets are not parts of a person or even forces within a person. They signify powers
and dominant features of two realms, the spirit and the flesh (former sinful nature).

The sinful mind-set The spiritual mind-set

Consciously and unconsciously will be
oriented toward:

Consciously and unconsciously will be
oriented toward:

Death Life and peace

Hostility toward God Friendship with God

Resistance to any form of submission Obedience to the Spirit’s influence

Actions and attitudes that will not please God Guidance by the Holy Spirit

Love for God and neighbor

Knowing and following the words of Jesus
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